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• . . The French Committee having charge of the ar- 
rangements for the Peace Congress to be held at Paris in 
1900 announce that the Congress will be held in the 
month of September, on the Exposition grounds, in the 
Palais des Gongres, or building set apart for Congresses. 

. . . The Swedish parliament has voted 2,388,000 
crowns for the purchase of rifles, and 2,200,000 for the 
improvement of the Swedish fortifications. Thus does 
militarism continue to devour both small and great. 

. . . Signor Marconi, the inventor of the system of 
wireless telegraphy has succeeded in transmitting mes- 
sages across the English Channel a distance of thirty- 
two miles. The first message transmitted was sent by 
the Morse code and was published in the London Times. 

. . . Of the total appropriations, $1,566,890,016, made 
in two years by the last Congress, $482,562,083 were on 
account of the war with Spain. When all counted it will 
be $500,000,000. 



flanifesto of the Czar. 

JOHN COLLINS. 

The hour has struck — its echoes wake the nations, 

Drifting unconscious on a stormy sea, 
While, far and near, its solemn, deep vibrations 

Appeal for peace through centuries yet to be. 

From frozen climes where winter reigns forever, 

From southern seas by icy winds unknown, 
Kings out the cry, ''Shall aught our friendship sever, 
Parting the peoples of each distant zone ?" 

"Shall war with all its horrors devastating 

And influence malign, its power extend 
From year to year, in reckless fury wasting 

Millions of men and treasure without end ?" 

"Forbid it, heaven!" comes up in chorus swelling, 
From fur-clad Euss and Cossack of the Don, 

From Scandinavian and Italian dwelling, 
Or lands the burning tropic sun shines on. 

From fields once drenched with blood of foes contending, 

From cities ravaged by the tide of war, 
A thrilling protest now the past is sending, 

Imploring men that it be known no more. 

Nor these alone— a cry of bitter anguish 
Or hopeless grief on every breeze is borne, 

From homes, where thousands now are doomed to languish 
And loss of friends and nearest kindred mourn. 

On Britain's shores, from many a heart ascending, 
Prayers rise in concert to a Power on high, 

That diverse nations, all their interests blending, 
May know a common brotherhood and tie. 

Columbia, too, declares her friendly greeting, 
With voice responsive to the Czar's appeal, 

In worn humanity's best cause, entreating 
Peace, for the sake of every commonweal. 

Ah ! may we learn from all the desolation 

Of former empires crumbled into dust, 
Naught can avail to elevate a nation 

Placing on brutal force alone its trust. 



Let not the myriad mingled voices crying 
For justice, love and mercy, be unheard, 

But, round the earth fraternal words be flying, 
That mouarchs may to better life be stirred. 

Up then ! all patriots of whatever station, 
Denounce the spirit and the aims of war, 

Till swords are sheathed and final arbitration 
Shall end its woes and confidence restore. 

So shall mankind be blest throughout the ages 
That yet may dawn upon a guilty world, 

And History show no more its blood-stained pages 
When flags of Peace are everywhere unfurled. 
Philadelphia, May, 1899. 



Annual fleeting of the American 
Peace Society, 

The seventy-first Annual Business Meeting of the 
American Peace Society met in room A., Tremont 
Temple at 2.15 p. m., May 8th. President Paine presided. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Charles G. Ames. L. 
H. Pillsbury was appointed Secretary of the meeting. 
The records of the previous meeting were read and ap- 
proved. Secretary Trueblood reported that all the per- 
sons chosen at the last annual meeting as officers had 
accepted their appointment. 

A number of letters were presented by the Secretary 
from members of the Society expressing their regrets at 
not being able to be present, and their continued interest 
in the work. 

On motion, the chairman appointed Wm. E. Sheldon, Dr. 
S. F. Hershey, and Rev. Wm. S. Heywood, a committee 
to bring forward names of persons to serve as officers of 
the Society for the coming year. 

The Treasurer's annual report was then read. It 
showed that $5610.51 had been received during the year 
and $5250.17 paid out, leaving a balance on hand of 
$360.34. 

The assets and liabilities account showed a balance of 
$1560.00 due the Permanent Peace Fund, against which 
the Society has ten shares of railroad stock estimated at 
$1400.00, and the $360.34 in the hands of the Treasurer. 

The Auditor reported that he had examined the ac- 
counts of the Treasurer and office account of the Sec- 
retary, and found them correctly kept and vouchers for 
all money paid out. 

Secretary Trueblood presented for information the 
annual statement of the Treasurer of the Permanent 
Peace Fund showing the income received from>the fund. 
He stated that the income had materially diminished, 
owing to decay of buildings, and that the Society is 
dependent for the time being on the generosity of its 
friends for funds with which to carry on its work. 

The Committee to nominate officers reported the list of 



